Thee may inflame them in Thy Cause, and make them to be occupied
with Thy praise and with remembrance of Thee.

Thou art He through Whom the ensign “Praiseworthy art Thou in
Thy works” hath been lifted up, and the standard “Obeyed art Thou
in Thy behest” hath been unfurled. Make known this Thy station,

O my God, unto Thy servants, that they may be made aware that the
excellence of all things is dependent upon Thy bidding and Thy word,
and the virtue of every act is conditioned by Thy leave and the good-
pleasure of Thy will, and may recognize that the reins of men’s doings
are within the grasp of Thine acceptance and Thy commandment.
Make this known unto them, that nothing whatsoever may shut them
out from Thy Beauty, in these days whereon the Christ exclaimeth:
“All dominion is Thine, O Thou the Begetter of the Spirit Jesus”; and
Thy Friend Muhammad crieth out: “Glory be to Thee, O Thou the
Best-Beloved, for that Thou hast uncovered Thy Beauty, and written
down for Thy chosen ones what will cause them to attain unto the
seat of the revelation of Thy Most Great Name, through which all

the peoples have lamented except such as have detached themselves
from all else except Thee, and set themselves towards Him Who is the
Revealer of Thyself and the Manifestation of Thine attributes.” Thou,
in truth, art the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Baha'i Faith, Bahd'ullih

Naw-Ruz (New Day) March 21st begins the Bah&i New Year. It is a
Bahd’{ Holy Day that starts at sundown on March 20th. Naw-Raz is a
joyous time for the Bahd'is and it marks the end of the fast.

Order of Service
Opening Prayer

God grant that, in these days of heavenly delight, ye may not deprive
yourselves of the sweet savors of the All-Glorious God, and may
partake, in this spiritual Springtime, of the outpourings of His grace.
Arise in the name of Him Who is the Object of all knowledge, and,
with absolute detachment from the learning of men, lift up your
voices and proclaim His Cause. I swear by the Day Star of Divine
Revelation! The very moment ye arise, ye will witness how a flood

of Divine knowledge will gush out of your hearts, and will behold
the wonders of His heavenly wisdom manifested in all their glory
before you. Were ye to taste of the sweetness of the sayings of the All-
Merciful, ye would unhesitatingly forsake your selves, and would lay
down your lives for the Well-Beloved.

Baha'i Faith, Bahdu'lldh
First Reading

““Whenever a decrease of justice occurs, Bharata,
and an uprising of injustice,

then I give forth my soul.

For the protection of the good

and for the destruction of the evil-doers,

for the purpose of establishing justice

[ am born from age to age.

The Yoga of Wisdom, BHAGAVAD-GITA

Do ye know in what cycle ye are created and in what age ye exist?
This is the age of the Blessed Perfection and this is the time of the
Greatest Name! This is the century of the Manifestation, the age of
the Sun of the Horizons and the beautiful springtime of His Holiness
the Eternal One! The earth is in motion and growth; the mountains,
hills and prairies are green and pleasant; the bounty is overflowing;
the mercy universal; the rain is descending from the cloud of mercy;
the brilliant Sun is shining; the full moon is ornamenting the horizon
of ether; the great ocean-tide is flooding every little stream, the gifts



are successive; the favors consecutive; and the refreshing breeze is
blowing, wafting the fragrant perfume of the blossoms. Boundless
treasure is in the hand of the King of Kings! Lift the hem of thy

garment in order to receive it.

Baha'i Faith, Abdul-Bahd
Music
Second Reading

If we are not happy and joyous at this season, for what other season
shall we wait and for what other time shall We look? This is the time
for growing; the season for joyous gathering! Take the cup of the
Testament in thy hand; leap and dance with ecstasy in the triumphal
procession of the Covenant! Lay your confidence in the everlasting
bounty, turn to the presence of the generous God; ask assistance from
the Kingdom of Abha; seek confirmation from the Supreme World;
turn thy vision to the horizon of eternal wealth; and pray for help
from the Source of Mercy! Soon shall ye see the friends attaining their
longed-for destination and pitching their tents, while we are but in
the first day of our journey.

Baha'i Faith, Abdu’l-Bahdi

This period of time is the Promised Age, the assembling of the hu-
man race to the “Resurrection Day” and now is the great “Day of
Judgment.” Soon the whole world, as in springtime, will change its
garb. The turning and falling of the autumn leaves is past; the bleak-
ness of the winter time is over. The new year hath appeared and the
spiritual springtime is at hand. The black earth is becoming a verdant
garden; the deserts and mountains are teeming with red flowers; from
the borders of the wilderness the tall grasses are standing like advance
guards before the cypress and jessamine trees; while the birds are sing-
ing among the rose branches like the angels in the highest heavens,
announcing the glad-tidings of the approach of that spiritual spring,
and the sweet music of their voices is causing the real essence of all
things to move and quiver.

Baba'i Faith, Abdu’l-Bahi

Music
Third Reading

In the old days all our power came to us from the sacred hoop of the
nation and so long as the hoop was unbroken the people flourished.
The flowering tree was the living center of the hoop, and the circle

of the four quarters nourished it. The east gave peace and light, the
south gave warmth, the west gave rain and the north with its cold and
mighty wind gave strength and endurance. This knowledge came to
us from the outer world with our religion.

Everything the power of the world does is done in a circle. The sky is
round and I have heard that the earth is round like a ball and so are
all the stars. The wind, in its greatest power, whirls. Birds make their
nests in circles, for theirs is the same religion as ours. The sun comes
forth and goes down again in a circle. The moon does the same and
both are round. Even the seasons form a great circle in their changing
and always come back again to where they were.

The life of a man is a circle from childhood to childhood, and so it is
in everything where power moves. Our teepees were round like the
nests of birds, and these were always set in a circle, the nation’s hoop,
a nest of many nests, where the Great Spirit meant for us to hatch our

children.
Black Elk, Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux 1863-1950
Music
Open Prayers
Music
Closing Prayer

Praised be Thou, O my God, that Thou hast ordained Naw-Ruz as

a festival unto those who have observed the fast for love of Thee and
abstained from all that is abhorrent unto Thee. Grant, O my Lord,
that the fire of Thy love and the heat produced by the fast enjoined by



