
Fourth Reading

O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, 
my fl esh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; to see 
thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.  Because 
thy loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. Th us will I 
bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name. My soul shall be 
satisfi ed as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with 
joyful lips: when I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night watches. Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow 
of thy wings will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard after thee. 

Judaism, Psalm 63:1-8

Closing Prayer

I beseech Th ee, O my Lord, by that Remembrance of Th ee through which 
all things have been raised to life, and through which all faces have been 
made to shine, not to frustrate the hopes I have set on the things Th ou dost 
possess. Cause me, then, by Th y mercy, to enter beneath Th y shadow that 
shadoweth all things. Be Th ou, O my Lord, my sole Desire, my Goal, mine 
only Hope, my constant Aim, my Habitation and my Sanctuary. Let the 
object of mine ardent quest be Th y most resplendent, Th ine adorable, and 
ever-blessed Beauty. I implore Th ee, O my Lord, by whatsoever is of Th ee, 
to send, from the right hand of Th y might, that which will exalt Th y loved 
ones and abase Th ine enemies.  No God is there beside Th ee, Th ou alone art 
my Beloved in this world and in the world which is to come. Th ou alone art 
the Desire of all them that have recognized Th ee. Praised be God, the Lord 
of the worlds. 

Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh

Order of Service

Opening Prayer

Glorifi ed be Th y name, O Lord my God! 

I beseech Th ee by Him Who is Th ine exalted and supreme Remembrance, 
Whom Th ou hast sent down unto all Th y creatures and invested with Th y 
name, the All-Glorious, Whose will Th ou hast ordained to be Th ine own 
will, Whose self Th ou hast decreed to be the revealer of Th ine own Self, and 
His essence the Day-Spring of Th y wisdom, and His heart the treasury of 
Th ine inspiration, and His breast the dawning-place of Th y most excellent 
attributes and most exalted titles, and His tongue the fountain-head of 
the waters of Th y praise and the well-spring of the soft-fl owing streams of 
Th y wisdom, to send down upon us that which will enable us to dispense 
with all else except Th ee, and will cause us to direct our steps towards the 
sanctuary of Th y pleasure and to aspire after the things Th ou didst ordain 
for us according to Th ine irrevocable decree. Empower us, then, O my God, 
to forsake ourselves and cleave steadfastly to Him Who is the Manifestation 
of Th y Self, the Most Exalted, the Most High.

Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh

First Reading 

Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, which by night stand 
in the house of the Lord.

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord.
Th e Lord that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.

Judaism, Psalm 134:1-3

Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an 
everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, 
and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.

My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.

And the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.

Judaism, Ezekiel 37:26-28



Music

Second Reading

Th ou hast asked concerning the fundamentals of religion and its ordinances: 
Know thou that fi rst and foremost in religion is the knowledge of God. 
Th is attaineth its consummation in the recognition of His divine unity, 
which in turn reacheth its fulfi llment in acclaiming that His hallowed and 
exalted Sanctuary, the Seat of His transcendent majesty, is sanctifi ed from 
all attributes. And know thou that in this world of being the knowledge of 
God can never be attained save through the knowledge of Him Who is the 
Dayspring of divine Reality.

Bahá’í Faith, Th e Bab

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the fi rmament 
of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his 
excellent greatness. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him 
with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise 
him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud 
cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that 
hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 

Judaism, Psalm 150

Th ine eye is My trust, suff er not the dust of vain desires to becloud its luster. 
Th ine ear is a sign of My bounty, let not the tumult of unseemly motives 
turn it away from My Word that encompasseth all creation. Th ine heart 
is My treasury, allow not the treacherous hand of self to rob thee of the 
pearls which I have treasured therein. Th ine hand is a symbol of My loving-
kindness, hinder it not from holding fast unto My guarded and hidden 
Tablets.... Unasked, I have showered upon thee My grace. Unpetitioned, I 
have fulfi lled thy wish. In spite of thy undeserving, I have singled thee out 
for My richest, My incalculable favors.... O My servants! Be as resigned and 
submissive as the earth, that from the soil of your being there may blossom 
the fragrant, the holy and multicolored hyacinths of My knowledge. Be 
ablaze as the fi re, that ye may burn away the veils of heedlessness and set 
aglow, through the quickening energies of the love of God, the chilled and 
wayward heart. Be light and untrammeled as the breeze, that ye may obtain 
admittance into the precincts of My court, My inviolable Sanctuary.

Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh

Music 

Th ird Reading

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Th ou knowest my 
downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off .

Th ou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with 
all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou 
knowest it altogether. Th ou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine 
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? Or whither shall I fl ee 
from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my 
bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover 
me; even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not 
from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are 
both alike to thee. 

Judaism, Psalm 139:1-12

O My brother! When a true seeker determineth to take the step of search 
in the path leading unto the knowledge of the Ancient of Days, he must, 
before all else, cleanse his heart, which is the seat of the revelation of the 
inner mysteries of God, from the obscuring dust of all acquired knowledge, 
and the allusions of the embodiments of satanic fancy. He must purge his 
breast, which is the sanctuary of the abiding love of the Beloved, of every 
defi lement, and sanctify his soul from all that pertaineth to water and clay, 
from all shadowy and ephemeral attachments. He must so cleanse his heart 
that no remnant of either love or hate may linger therein, lest that love 
blindly incline him to error, or that hate repel him away from the truth.

Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
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