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Closing Prayer
Unto Thee be praise, O Lord my God! I entreat Thee, by Thy signs that
have encompassed the entire creation, and by the light of Thy countenance
that hath illuminated all that are in heaven and on earth, and by Thy mercy
that hath surpassed all created things, and by Thy grace that hath suffused
the whole universe, to rend asunder the veils that shut me out from Thee,
that I may hasten unto the Fountain-Head of Thy mighty inspiration, and
to the Day-Spring of Thy Revelation and bountiful favors, and may be
immersed beneath the ocean of Thy nearness and pleasure.
Suffer me not, O my Lord, to be deprived of the knowledge of Thee in
Thy days, and divest me not of the robe of Thy guidance. Give me to drink
of the river that is life indeed, whose waters have streamed forth from the
Paradise (Ridván) in which the throne of Thy Name, the All-Merciful, was
established, that mine eyes may be opened, and my face be illumined, and
my heart be assured, and my soul be enlightened, and my steps be made
firm.
Thou art He Who from everlasting was, through the potency of His might,
supreme over all things, and, through the operation of His will, was able to
ordain all things. Nothing whatsoever, whether in Thy heaven or on Thy
earth, can frustrate Thy purpose. Have mercy, then, upon me, O my Lord,
through Thy gracious providence and generosity, and incline mine ear to
the sweet melodies of the birds that warble their praise of Thee, amidst the
branches of the tree of Thy oneness.

In the Name of God, the Most High! Lauded and glorified art Thou, Lord,
God Omnipotent! Thou before Whose wisdom the wise falleth short and
faileth, before Whose knowledge the learned confesseth his ignorance,
before Whose might the strong waxeth weak, before Whose wealth the
rich testifieth to his poverty, before Whose light the enlightened is lost in
darkness, toward the shrine of Whose knowledge turneth the essence of all
understanding and around the sanctuary of Whose presence circle the souls
of all mankind.
How then can I sing and tell of Thine Essence, which the wisdom of the
wise and the learning of the learned have failed to comprehend, inasmuch
as no man can sing that which he understandeth not, nor recount that
unto which he cannot attain, whilst Thou hast been from everlasting the
Inaccessible, the Unsearchable. Powerless though I be to rise to the heavens
of Thy glory and soar in the realms of Thy knowledge, I can but recount
Thy tokens that tell of Thy glorious handiwork.
By Thy Glory! O Beloved of all hearts, Thou that alone canst still the pangs
of yearning for Thee! Though all the dwellers of heaven and earth unite
to glorify the least of Thy signs, wherein and whereby Thou hast revealed
Thyself, yet would they fail, how much more to praise Thy holy Word, the
creator of all Thy tokens.
All praise and glory be to Thee, Thou of Whom all things have testified that
Thou art one and there is none other God but Thee, Who hast been from
everlasting exalted above all peer or likeness and to everlasting shalt remain
the same. All kings are but Thy servants and all beings, visible and invisible,
as naught before Thee. There is none other God but Thee, the Gracious, the
Powerful, the Most High.

Thou art the Great Giver, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.
Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
First Reading
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Praise be to Allah,
the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds; Most Gracious, Most Merciful.
Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we
seek. Show us the straight way. The way of those on whom Thou hast

bestowed Thy Grace, Those whose portion is not wrath, and who go not
astray.
Islam, Qur’an, Surah 1:1-7
Behold how the manifold grace of God, which is being showered from
the clouds of Divine glory, hath, in this day, encompassed the world. For
whereas in days past every lover besought and searched after his Beloved,
it is the Beloved Himself Who now is calling His lovers and is inviting
them to attain His presence. Take heed lest ye forfeit so precious a favor;
beware lest ye belittle so remarkable a token of His grace. Abandon not the
incorruptible benefits, and be not content with that which perisheth. Lift
up the veil that obscureth your vision, and dispel the darkness with which
it is enveloped, that ye may gaze on the naked beauty of the Beloved’s face,
may behold that which no eye hath beheld, and hear that which no ear hath
heard.
Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
Music
Second Reading
Say: Through the grace of God and his mercy! and in this therefore let them
rejoice: better is this than all ye amass.
Islam, Qur’an, Surah 10,10:59
Now is the time for the lovers of God to raise high the banners of unity,
to intone, in the assemblages of the world, the verses of friendship and
love and to demonstrate to all that the grace of God is one. Thus will the
tabernacles of holiness be upraised on the summits of the earth, gathering
all peoples into the protective shadow of the Word of Oneness. This great
bounty will dawn over the world at the time when the lovers of God shall
arise to carry out His Teachings, and to scatter far and wide the fresh, sweet
scents of universal love.
Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
The time foreordained unto the peoples and kindreds of the earth is now
come. The promises of God, as recorded in the holy Scriptures, have all
been fulfilled. Out of Zion hath gone forth the Law of God, and Jerusalem,
and the hills and land thereof, are filled with the glory of His Revelation.
Happy is the man that pondereth in his heart that which hath been revealed

in the Books of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Meditate upon
this, O ye beloved of God, and let your ears be attentive unto His Word, so
that ye may, by His grace and mercy, drink your fill from the crystal waters
of constancy, and become as steadfast and immovable as the mountain in
His Cause.
Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
God hath caused the Book and the wisdom to descend uponthee: and what
thou knowest not He hath caused thee to know: and the grace of God
toward thee hath been great.
Islam, Qur’an, Surah 4,4:113
Music
Third Reading
The whole duty of man in this Day is to attain that share of the flood of
grace which God poureth forth for him. Let none, therefore, consider the
largeness or smallness of the receptacle. The portion of some might lie in
the palm of a man’s hand, the portion of others might fill a cup, and of
others even a gallon-measure. Every eye, in this Day, should seek what will
best promote the Cause of God. He, Who is the Eternal Truth, beareth Me
witness! Nothing whatever can, in this Day, inflict a greater harm upon this
Cause than dissension and strife, contention, estrangement and apathy,
among the loved ones of God. Flee them, through the power of God and
His sovereign aid, and strive ye to knit together the hearts of men, in His
Name, the Unifier, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
What outpouring flood can compare with the stream of His all-embracing
grace, and what blessing can excel the evidences of so great and pervasive
a mercy? There can be no doubt whatever that if for one moment the tide
of His mercy and grace were to be withheld from the world, it would
completely perish. For this reason, from the beginning that hath no
beginning the portals of Divine mercy have been flung open to the face of
all created things, and the clouds of Truth will continue to the end that hath
no end to rain on the soil of human capacity, reality and personality their
favors and bounties.
Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh

