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Opening Prayer

O my God! O my God! Unite the hearts of Thy servants, and reveal to them Thy great 
purpose. May they follow Thy commandments and abide in Thy law. Help them, O 
God, in their endeavor, and grant them strength to serve Thee. O God! Leave them 
not to themselves, but guide their steps by the light of Thy knowledge, and cheer their 
hearts by Thy love. Verily, Thou art their Helper and their Lord.

Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh

First Reading

How shall we utilize these gifts and expend these bounties? By directing our efforts 
toward the unification of the human race. We must use these powers in establishing 
the oneness of the world of humanity, appreciate these virtues by accomplishing the 
unity of whites and blacks, devote this divine intelligence to the perfecting of amity 
and accord among all branches of the human family so that under the protection 
and providence of God the East and West may hold each other’s hands and become 
as lovers. Then will mankind be as one nation, one race and kind -- as waves of one 
ocean. Although these waves may differ in form and shape, they are waves of the same 
sea. Flowers may be variegated in colors, but they are all flowers of one garden. Trees 
differ though they grow in the same orchard. All are nourished and quickened into 
life by the bounty of the same rain, all grow and develop by the heat and light of the 
one sun, all are refreshed and exhilarated by the same breeze that they may bring forth 
varied fruits. This is according to the creative wisdom. If all trees bore the same kind of 
fruit, it would cease to be delicious. In their never-ending variety man finds enjoyment 
instead of monotony.

Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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Second Reading

Unity of heart, and unity of mind, freedom from hatred, do I procure for you. Do ye 
take delight in one another, as a cow in her newborn calf!

Hindu, Atharva Veda

In the estimation of God there is no distinction of color; all are one in the color 
and beauty of servitude to him. Color is not important; the heart is all-important. 
It matters not what the exterior may be if the heart be pure and white within. God 
does not behold differences of hue and complexion; He looks at the hearts. He whose 
morals and virtues are praiseworthy is preferred in the presence of God; he who is 
devoted to the Kingdom is most beloved. In the realm of genesis and creation the 
question of color is of least importance.

Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Bible, Psalms 133:1

What is real unity? When we observe the human world we find various collective 
expressions of unity therein. For instance, man is distinguished from the animal by 
his degree or kingdom. … There is … the unity of tongue among those who use the 
same language as a means of communication; national unity where various peoples 
live under one form of government such as French, German, British, etc.; and political 
unity which conserves the civil rights of parties or factions of the same government. 
All these unities are imaginary and without real foundation, for no real result proceeds 
from them. The purpose of true unity is real and divine outcomes. From these limited 
unities mentioned only limited outcomes proceed whereas unlimited unity produces 
unlimited result.

Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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Third Reading

With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Bible, Ephesians 4:2-3

The unity which is productive of unlimited results is first a unity of mankind which 
recognizes that all are sheltered beneath the overshadowing glory of the All-Glorious; 
that all are servants of one God; for all breathe the same atmosphere, live upon 
the same earth, move beneath the same heavens, receive effulgence from the same 
sun and are under the protection of one God. This is the most great unity, and its 
results are lasting … Nevertheless it is certain that the radiance and favors of God are 
encompassing, minds have developed, perceptions have become acute, sciences and 
arts are widespread and capacity exists for the proclamation and promulgation of the 
real and ultimate unity of mankind which will bring forth marvelous results.

Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

We … would hope that the people … may be guided by the blessed words: ‘Say: all 
things are of God.’ This exalted utterance is like unto water for quenching the fire 
of hate and enmity which smouldereth within the hearts and breasts of men. By this 
single utterance contending peoples and kindreds will attain the light of true unity. 

Bahá’í Faith, Bahá’u’lláh
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Closing Prayer

O my God! O my God!

Verily, I invoke Thee and supplicate before Thy threshold, asking Thee that all Thy 
mercies may descend upon these souls.

Specialize them for Thy favor and Thy truth.

O Lord! Unite and bind together the hearts, join in accord all the souls, and exhilarate 
the spirits through the signs of Thy sanctity and oneness. O Lord! Make these faces 
radiant through the light of Thy oneness. Strengthen the loins of Thy servants in the 
service of Thy kingdom.

O Lord, Thou possessor of infinite mercy!

O Lord of forgiveness and pardon!

Forgive our sins, pardon our shortcomings, and cause us to turn to the kingdom of 
Thy clemency, invoking the kingdom of might and power, humble at Thy shrine and 
submissive before the glory of Thine evidences.

O Lord God! Make us as waves of the sea, as flowers of the garden, united, agreed 
through the bounties of Thy love.

O Lord! Dilate the breasts through the signs of Thy oneness, and make all mankind as 
stars shining from the same height of glory, as perfect fruits growing upon Thy tree of 
life.

Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Self-Subsistent, the Giver, the Forgiving, the 
Pardoner, the Omniscient, the One Creator.

Bahá’í Faith, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá


