
spiritual civilization is like the soul.  Body without soul cannot live.
Th is is a short summary of the Teachings of Baha’u’llah.  To establish this 
Baha’u’llah underwent great diffi  culties and hardships.  He was in constant 
confi nement and He suff ered great persecution.  But in the fortress of Akka 
He reared a spiritual palace and from the darkness of His prison He sent out 
a great light to the world. It is the ardent desire of the Baha’is to put these 
teachings into common practice:  and they will strive with soul and heart 
to give up their lives for this purpose, until the heavenly light brightens the 
whole world of humanity.
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Music

Open Prayers

Music

Closing Prayer

I implore Th ee, O my God and my Master, by Th y word through which 
they who have believed in Th y unity have soared up into the atmosphere of 
Th y knowledge, and they who are devoted to Th ee have ascended into the 
heaven of Th y oneness, to inspire Th y loved ones with that which will assure 
their hearts in Th y Cause.  Endue them with such steadfastness that nothing 
whatsoever will hinder them from turning towards Th ee. Th ou art, verily, 
the Bountiful, the Munifi cent, the Forgiving, the Compassionate.

Baha’i Faith, Bahá’u’lláh

Order of Service

Opening Prayer 

Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the place, and the city, and the heart, 
and the mountain, and the refuge, and the cave, and the valley, and the 
land, and the sea, and the island, and the meadow where mention of God 
hath been made, and His praise glorifi ed.

Baha’i Faith, Bahá’u’lláh,

First Reading

Arjuna. Th y birth, dear Lord, was in these later days
And bright Vivaswata’s preceded time!
How shall I comprehend this thing thou sayest,
“From the beginning it was I who taught?”
Krishna. Manifold the renewals of my birth
Have been, Arjuna! and of thy births, too!
But mine I know, and thine thou knowest not,
O Slayer of thy Foes! Albeit I be
Unborn, undying, indestructible,
Th e Lord of all things living; not the less-
By Maya, by my magic which I stamp
On fl oating Nature-forms, the primal vast-
I come, and go, and come. When Righteousness
Declines, O Bharata! when Wickedness
Is strong, I rise, from age to age, and take
Visible shape, and move a man with men,
Succouring the good, thrusting the evil back,
And setting Virtue on her seat again.

Hinduism, Bhavagad Gita Chapter 4, Jnana Yog

…when hatred and animosity, fi ghting, slaughtering, and great coldness of 
heart were governing this world, and darkness had overcome the nations, 
Baha’u’llah, like a bright star, rose from the horizon of Persia and shone 
with the great Light of Guidance, giving heavenly radiance and establishing 
the new Teaching. He declared the most human virtues; He manifested the 
Spiritual powers, and put them into practice in the world around Him… 
He emphasizes the search for Truth. Th is is most important, because 
the people are too easily led by tradition.  It is because of this that they 



are often antagonistic to each other, and dispute with one another. But 
the manifesting of Truth discovers the darkness and becomes the cause 
of Oneness of faith and belief: because Truth cannot be two! Th at is not 
possible… 
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Second Reading

But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 
Whither goest thou?  But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow 
hath fi lled your heart.  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for 
you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of 
sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this 
world is judged.

I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.   
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  He shall glorify me: 
for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  All things that the 
Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you.  A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father.

Christianity, John 16:5-16

Baha’u’llah declared the coming of the Most Great Peace.  All the nations 
and peoples will come under the shadow of the Tent of the Great Peace and 
Harmony - that is to say, by general election a Great Board of Arbitration 
shall be established, to settle all diff erences and quarrels between the Powers; 
so that disputes shall not end in war.

Baha’u’llah taught the Oneness of humanity; that is to say, all the children 
of men are under the mercy of the Great God.  Th ey are the sons of one 
God; they are trained by God.  He has placed the crown of humanity on 
the head of every one of the servants of God.  Th erefore all nations and 
peoples must consider themselves brethren.  Th ey are all descendants from 

Adam. Th ey are the branches, leaves, fl owers and fruits of One Tree.  Th ey 
are pearls from one shell.  But the children of men are in need of education 
and civilization, and they require to be polished, till they become bright 
and shining. Man and woman both should be educated equally and equally 
regarded …
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Th ird Reading

 “Do not tell the white people about this. Jesus (Th e Messiah) is now upon 
the earth. He appears like a cloud. Th e dead are all alive again. I do not 
know when they will be here; maybe this fall or in the spring. When the 
time comes there will be no more sickness and everyone will be young 
again.”

Native American, Wovoka, The Ghost Dances, 1889

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write 
unto you.  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night.

For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 
thief.  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not 
of the night, nor of darkness.

Th erefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  For 
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in 
the night.

But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith 
and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.

Christianity, 1 Th essolonians

…Baha’u’llah taught that hearts must receive the Bounty of the Holy 
Spirit, so that Spiritual civilization may be established.  For material 
civilization is not adequate for the needs of mankind and cannot be 
the cause of its happiness.  Material civilization is like the body and 


